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EpRHESLANS v. 8. 


V. alk as Children of Ligke. 


T is recorded in the 18th and 
19th Chapters of the Acts of 
the Apoſtles, that St. Paul planted a 
church at Epheſus, the metropolis of 
Aſia Minor, where he preached the 
Goſpel, during the ſpace of three 
years, with ſucceſs; but, hearing 
that the Jews were deter of draw- 
ing the Chriſtians to ſubmit to their 
rites, he thought it neceſſary to ad- 
dreſs the Epheſians, and ſome other 
churches; ſetting forth, how great 
the power of 2 Goſpel was unto 


47 fal- 


. 3 

ſal vation, beyond all other doctrines; 
and how all the counſels of God, 
through cvery age, tended to its * 
vancement: and this he does in no- 
ble and ſublime expreſſions, ſuita- 
ble to the unſearchable wiſdom and 
goodneſs of God, ſhewn to us in the 
work of redemption. 


BRING informed that the Epheſi- 
ans ſtood firm in the faith, our 
Apoſtle, in this Epiſtle, congratulates 
them eon their ſteadineſs and perſe- 
verance; and, as a ſtronger confir- 
mation of their faith, he gives them 
more exalted views of the eternal love 
of God, and of the glorious excel - 
lence nd dignity « of Chriſt. 


Hz likewiſe reminds n of 
the darkneſs and blindneſs of their 
heatheniſh ſtate ; for before the light 
of the Goſpel ſhed its divine rays 
among them, they were not only 
dark, but darkneſs itſelf: but as they 
were now enlightened by the "ry 
an 


C.-Y 
and fpirit of God, he engages them 
to the practice of thoſe duties that 
become their characters, as children 
of light; and urges them to walk 
in a manner ſuitable to the Chriſtian 


profeſſion. 


Ir has been the fate, not only of 
many excellent inſtitutions, but even 


of Chriſtianity itſelf, to be arraigned 


upon the account of the "immoral 
lives of ſome of its profeſſors. The 
want of a due attention to the eſta- 
bliſhed precepts of any order, has 
been a ſcandal to its inſtitution, 


Bur the anſwer to ſuch a charge 
is plain and obvious ; for we. may re- 
ply, and with propriety, that the 
truth or value of any order, . is no 
more impaired by the ill uſe which 
men make of it, than the Sun ceaſes 
to ſhine, when we ſhut our eyes to 
the beams of that glorious luminary. 


To 


To illuſtrate the precept of the 
text more clearly, it is my deſign to 
conſider it under the three following 
heads, viz. Of doing juſtly; lov- 
ing mercy; and walking humbly with 
God:“ and then to ſubjoin ſome re- 
flections, ſuitable, perhaps, to the ſo- 
lemnity of the day. | 


Ir then, my brethren, we are am- 
bitious of walking as children of light, 
we muſt do juſtly, love mercy, and 
practiſe piety; becauſe the two 
firſt comprehend the duties we owe 
one another, and the laſt the duties 
which we owe to God. | 


Wurd I conſider whom I am 


addreſſing, I think it unneceſſary to 


treſpaſs much upon your time, by 


giving you a particular definition of 


Juſtice; I ſhall therefore only remind 
you of ſome of the principal inſtances 


and virtues comprehended under it. 


I, FigsT, 


E 
I. FixsT then, juſtice is concerned 
in the making of ſuch laws as are uſe- 
ful and beneficial for the honour of 
God and religion, and for the pub- 
lic good of human fociety. If, in this 
grand truſt, men are biaſſed either by 
favour or intereſt, or drawn aſide 
from the conſideration and regard of 
the public good; the crime is greater, 
and of more fatal conſequence, than 
any private act of injuſtice between 
man and man. | . 


Jus ick hkewiſe is concerned, not 
only in the obſervance and obedience 
of laws, but alſo in the due execution 
of them; as theſe are the guard of pri- 
vate property, as well as the ſecurity 
of public peace, religion and good 
manners. 


Nay, juſtice is the firmeſt bond of 
human ſociety; for upon the obſer- 
vance of it, the peace and happineſs of 
mankind have always depended, 


MokE- 


TEE 
Moreover, doing juſtly, implies 
that we render to © every one their 


due; cuſtom to whom cuſtom, tri- 
bute ; to whom tribute, honour to 


whom honour, &c.” that we de- 


fraud no one, no not even of his good 
name, but always keep a tongue of 
good report, that ſpeaks as well of 


our Brother when abſent as preſent ; 


and yet we ſhould never be enticed to 


deceive him, but conſtantly endeavour, 


both in word and deed, to live as up- 
right men ; acting ſo much upon 
the Sguare, and living ſo much with- 
in the Compaſs of our articles, as ne- 
ver by our neceſſities to be tempted to 


defraud him of his right. In a word, 


the whole duty of doing juſtly, is 
ſummed up in the 12th verſe of 
the 7th Chapter of St. MaTTaew ; 
& Whatſoever you would that men 
ſhould do unto you, even ſo do unto 
them, for this is the law and the 


prophets,” 


U. 17 


(e271 
II. Is we love as Brethren, we 
{hall of conſequence be merciful ; and 
to be compaſſionate to his fellow- 
creatures, has ever been the charac- 


teriſtic of a good Maſon. 


7 Lzr ſtoic pride ſhut up the bowels 
of mercy, and {top the ſluices of com- 
paſſion. We will not be aſhamed of 
the tender ſenſations of humanity, 
« To mourn with thoſe that mourn, 
and weep with thoſe that weep.” 


W ᷑ꝝ are informed by the holy Evan- 
geliſts, that our bleſſed Saviour upon 
Root occaſions ſhed a ſymp athizing 
tear of pity, and his unerring exam- 
ple not only gives us a right to > indulge 
ſuch affections, but teaches us that 
they are not unwelcome to the man- 
ſions of a merciful Father. 


IN relieving the neceſſities of our 
Brethren, we not only tollow the ex- 
ample of our primitive father, but 

exactly 


4 
exactly comply with that direction St. 
Paul has been pleaſed to give us, 
viz. That every man according 
to his abilities ſhould fend relief to 
the Brethren which dwelt in Judea, 
and accordingly ſent it to the Elders 


by the hands of Barnabas and Saul. 


Nay, we are commanded, as well 
by the Author of our ſalvation, as his 
Apoſtles, to be full of compaſſion. It 
is a duty enjoined by religion, as in- 
cumbent on humanity. It is zhzs 
that directs the hand of charity to 
relieve, and points out to benevolence 
the objects of aſſiſtance. Without 
this, charity is oſtentation, and muni- 
ficence hypocriſy. Moreover, the ex- 
cellence of this affection is demon- 
ſtrable, in that it is always found in 


the moſt amiable diſpoſitions. 


Ir 


® Ads xi. 29, 30. 


E 


Ir avarice turn the ear from the 
complaints of poverty, we may natu- 
rally conclude, that mercy is a ſtranger 
to ſuch an unrelenting heart. 


Tux uſefulneſs of this virtue to ſo- 
ciety cannot be diſputed: if, as we 
have obſerved, it be the Canton of cha- 
rity; if it direths us to the relief of 
miſery, and the conſolation of diſ- 
treſs ; if it © be feet to the lame, or 
eyes to the blind ; if its words uphold 
thoſe that are falling, and if it 
| ſtrengthen the feeble knees. Its 
utility is confeſſed, and it is with in- 
diſputable propriety ce by the 
law of religion, 

III. To theſe relative and ſocial 
virtues, we muſt ever remember to 
join that important and bounden 

duty of Walking humbly with 

God ;” which we ſhall do, if we al- 
ways retain a firm belief of his Being, 


Ferfections, and Providence, together 
with 


4 


with an awful ſenſe of him, as the 
dread Sovereign and righteous judge 
of the world, and a due regard to his 
ſervice by a reverent behaviour of 
ourſelves towards him, in all acts of 
worſhip and religion. 


W are commanded + © to walk 
worthy of the Lord, unto all pleaſing ; 
being faithful in every good work, 
and encreaſing in the knowledge 55 


God. 


Axp according to this phraſe, we 
read that Enoch walked with God t. 
And fo again we are told of Noah, 
that he © was a juſt man, and perfect 
in his generations, and that he walked 


with God. T 


By ich expreſſions it 1s plainly 
meant, that they believed in and 
| feared 


+ Col. 1, IO, ＋ Gen. v. 22. 
Gen. Vi. 9. 


4 
feared God, and that they endeavoured 


to ſerve ad pleaſe him with all their 
hearts. 


How then ought we to admire and 
| adore the goodneſs of God, who has 
brought us out of darkneſs the of hea- 
theniſh ſuperſtition and idolatry, into 
the true light of the Goſpel of his 
Son, and hath called us to this ſtate 
of ſalvation, according to the Apoſtle 
(1 TarssaL. v. 45.) Bur ye wes 
thren are not in darkneſs, ye are all 
the children of light, and of the 
day. Walk therefore as children of 
light.” N 


Bor farther, « Walking bag 
with God,” implies, that we muſt 
venerate and adore his infinite perfec- 
tions, the depth of the riches, both 
of the wiſdom and knowledge of 
God, bis judgments that are un- 
ſearchable, and his ways that are paſt 
finding 
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finding out.” + In deſpiſing all things | 
in reſpect of God, knowing that 


when we approach him, we ſhould 


“ abhor ourſelves, and repent in duſt 
and aſhes.”* In renouncing our beſt 
works, and attributing them not un- 
to ourſelves, but to the inſpirations of 
his Divine Spirit, and the aſſiſtance of 
his eſpecial Grace, ſaying, © Not 
unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
but unto thy name give the praiſe, | 
for thy loving mercy, and for thy 
truth's ſake.” + In thinking no duty 
below us for the ſpiritual welfare of 
our Chriſtian Brethren, but “ in be- 
coming all things to all men, that by 
any means we may gain ſome; F in 
lowlineſs of mind, each eſteeming an- 
other better than himſelf,” In bear- 
ing the reproaches and injuries of bad 
men with patience, the juſt reproofs 
of our friends with thankfulneſs, and 


ourafflictions with an entire reſigna- 


| tion, 

+ Rom. xi. 333 6. 

+ Plalm cxv. 1. $ 1 Cor, ix. 22. 
T IM i 


= 


tion, and ſubmiſſion, as knowing our- 
ſelves to be offenders under the hands 
of juſtice, In a word, walking 
humbly with God, implies ſuch “ a 
poverty of ſpirit,” as will make us 
form our actions and wills entirely ac- 
cording to the directions of God re- 
vealed to mankind in his holy word. 


Such then, my Brethren, is the 
importance of the precept of the text, 
and ſuch are the duties contained in 
it, that we muſt invariably practiſe 
them if we are deſirous either of 
adorning the order to which we be- 
long; or of ſecuring ourſelves that 
happineſs which is kept in reverſion 
for faithful ſervants among the regi- 
ons of never-ending bliſs. 


LeT us, therefore, reflect that as 
the operative Maſons erect his build- 
ing according to the deſigns laid 
down by the architect; ſo ought we, 
to raiſe our ſpiritual building, accord- 
ing to the deſigus laid down for us 


by 


1 


1 

a | by the Grand Architect of the uni- 
| verſe in the book of liſe, the 7 
Bible. 


| In 8 his work, the Ma- 
1 ſon frequently tries every minute 
| part of it by the Compaſs, Szuare, 
5 Level; and Plumb-rule, in order to give 
; | to each member its true and exact 
b proportion; in like manner. ſhould 
we conſtantly try every minute ac- 
tion of our lives, whether it will 
Square with God's word ; whether 
it is eve with his eee ; whe- 
ther it is upright, according to the 
plumb-rule of conſcience, and with- 


in the compaſs of innocence. 


WurreveR we find our actions 
in a direct and parallel line with 
the precepts of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
we may aſſure ourſelves we are rai- 
ſing ſuch a ſpiritual building, as will 
be acceptable to God, and will prove 


to us the nobleſt of e α An 
houſe 


„ 

houſe not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens.” But wherever we 
find them not in a ſtraight and up- 
right line with the Goſpel : but 
cc Narting aſide like a broken bow,” 
we mo there correct and ame 
them; and take good care not to 
permit the like errors for the future 
to ſpoil the harmony and Proportion 
of the whole. 


We muſt let no + untempered 
| mortar deſtroy its firmneſs, but muſt 
build it with duly tempered mortar, 
ſo that it may prove a building which 
may be ſerviceable to us to all eter- 
nity, and ſhew us to have been true 
and good Maſons, ſuch as will at the 
laſt day be free and accepted of God : 
free to the company of our Grand 
Maſter, and the good fellowſhip of 
his holy angels, and free from the 
burden of 2. and the dominion of 
Satan. | 
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Or all the inſtitutions that have 


done honour to mankind, thoſe that 


have been eſtabliſhed on the princi- 
les of unintereſted love and charity 


are deſervedly the moſt diſtinguiſhed. 


Axp I believe I may venture to 


affirm, that theſe virtues have never 


been more heartily cultivated, or more 
univerſally diffuſed in any human 
order, than in that of Maſonry, 


Nay, it is the center of union, 
and has often been the means of con- 
ciliating true friendſhip among men, 
who, without its attractive power, muſt 
even have remained at a perpetual 
diſtance. 


Io become a Maſon, is to become 
an heir of freedom, and a ſon of be- 
-nevolence. 


Bor then the ſcience is progreflive, 
and not to be attained in any degree 


of 
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of perfection, but by time, patience» 
application, and induſtry; for no 
one is admitted to the profoundeſt 
ſecret, or the higheſt honour of this 
fraternity, till by times we are aſſured 
he has learned ſecreſy and morality ; 
and then, and not till then, he is ad- 
mitted to participate of all the ſecrets 
belonging to this ancient inſtitution, 


NoTwiTasTANDING the obloquy 
and reptoach Maſonry met with at its 
firſt introduction into ſome places, it 
has ſpread itſelf into the moſt diſtant - 
parts of the world; and now from 
Faſt to Weſt, between North and 
South, there is ſcarce a nation, people, 
or kingdom among whom a Lodge 
has not been held. And ſurely there 
mult have been ſome laudable motive 
to induce men thus to propagate and 
ſpread abroad this ſcience. There 
muſt have been ſomewhat more than 
barely a deſire of partaking of a Se- 
cret. There muſt have been ſome no- 
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bler inducement for perſons of the 
greateſt ſenſe and religion, as well as 
rank, not only to be members of this 
ſociety, but alſo to endeavour to en- 
hance its credit, as well as increaſc 
its numbers. 


ThE very conſtitutions and princi- 
ples of it, bind its members to the 


ſttricteſt justice; ; they preſcribe ſo- 


briety and moderation ; they teach 


men that they muſt ſubdue their paſ- 


frons, and acquaint them that they 


muſt abſtain from every thing ludi- 
crous, or of ill report. 


In fine, they enjoin us © to pay 
due reſpect to all men, to love the 
brotherhood, to fear God, and to 
honour the king.” 


SINCE then, my Brethren, you are 
governed by ſuch wholeſome Laws, 
let 


62 

let your lives correſpond with that 
purity which they enforce. 

FORAY that you are brought 
out of darkneſs into light. - Let, 
therefore, that light which is in you 
ſo ſhine before all men, that they 
may ſee your good works, and glori- 
fy your father which is in heaven.“ 


Lux the whiteneſs of the chathing, 
wherein you now appear, prove a 
true emblem of your inward purity 
and innocence ; let it be to you the 
badge of innocence, and the bond of 
friendſhip : T hoſe jewels, the badges 
of honour, and tokens to what maſ- 
ter you belong, wherewith | you are 
now adorned, always put you in mind 
of that jewel of great price which 
you are bound to purchaſe, even with 


the ſale of all that you have, 


AND N 


* Matt, xlil. 46. 
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And, let the regularity, ſobriety, 
and piety, of your lives, ſhew, that 


you walk humbly with God. 


Lr your juſtice and mercy, your 
integrity and charity to all men, 
prove, that good Maſons are cloath- 


ed with humility, and adorned with 


good works; and, in all things, act 
worthy of the name of Chriſt: Then 


ſhall all they, who have ſpoken evil 


of you, as of evil doers, ſeeing your 
good works, be aſhamed of having 
falſely accuſed your good converſati- 


on in Chriſt; and, then ſhall they 


perceive, that Maſonry is founded 
and raiſed on ſuch pillars as ſhall 


never fail; for this will prove, 


that it is contrived with the wil- 
dom which is pure, gentle, eaſy 


to be intreated; full of good 
fruits, without partiality, and with- 
out hypocriſy ; ſupported with the 


firength of ſound reaſon, aſſiſted by 


Revelation, ſo as to be able to con- 


found 


E 

found all its adverſaries; and to put 

to filence the ignorance of fooliſh | 
men ; and adorned even with the | 
beauty of holineſs itſelf 5. | 


 ConszquenTLy Maſonry is built 
on that ſure rock, againſt which let 
the waves and billows of temporal 
perſecution never ſo ſtrongly daſh, it 


will ſtand ere& and ſecure, becauſe | 
that rock is Chriſt. | 


+ Pſalm xxv. 2. $ Peter It. 18. 
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James Robertſon. 
John Roſs. 


John Robinſon. 
John Ros. 
Bro. Riddock. 

8 
Alexander Shepherd. 


Walter Simpſon. 
William Tho. Secheveral. 


John Syme. 


Cleton Scougall. 

George Sutherland. 

James Streeh. 

Bro. Stirrup. 

Anthony Smith. 

Charles Stewart. 

Bro. Street. 

John Sutter. 

James Summers. 

William Shephard. 
＋ 


ro. Tutt. 


Bro. Tait. 
John Thomas. 
James Tait. 


Gilbert | 


SUBSCRIBERS 


Gilbert Turdbul, 
Robert Todd. 
John Tinlyſon. 
Bro. Thompſon. 
| 17%" 
Ezekiel Varanne. 
W 

Richard Watkis. 
William Walker. 
William Walker. 
Andrew Wilſon. 

ames Wilſon. 
John Wilſon. 
Charles Watſon. 
Bro. Woodham. 
William Watts. 
Allen Willſon. 


William Wilſon. 


bo 


Richard Yate. 
John Young. 
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Sr. AnDaew's Lopox, in Newport- 
Market, is held on the Firſt Hare 
day in the — | 


ST. Jonx's Lopok, 1 the Bedford- 
Head, Maiden-Lane, is held on 
the T hird Thurſday. | 


ST. Davip's Lopes, at the Ship, 


the Strand, is held on the Tord 1 
Wedneſday 7 DEG 5 


ST. Parzs's 8 Lopcr, in Little New- 


port-Street, is held on the Laſt 
JOIN 


